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Prefatory Note
In 2014, the Bodies Filled  with Light exhibition opened at the Education in Zion Gallery at
Brigham Young University. This exhibit paired anatomical drawings and scriptural references to body
parts, and included a supplementary corpus of anatomical references (i.e., verses) in the LDS standard
works.1 Heather Seferovich, curator at the Education in Zion Gallery, began to explore other topics that
are highly referenced in the scriptures and also have ties to curriculum on campus (e.g., geological
references → geology courses). Her goal is to build exhibitions that fulfill the aims of a BYU education
and are intellectually enlarging, spiritually strengthening, character building, and lead to lifelong learning
and service.2
The following represents the data from the second corpus created with this goal in mind and
centers on emotion words in the LDS standard works. Building this corpus was challenging for several
reasons, including the complexity of words being translated from Greek and Hebrew, and because unlike
body parts, an emotion word is not so easily defined. Developing our final list of emotion words and
determining what references remained in the corpus was a multi-step, laborious process lasting about two
years.
Various points are important to understanding how the data was derived from the scriptures. First,
we identified 127 emotion words (e.g., joy) and every instance of these words, including all conjugations
of the words (e.g., joyful, joyous). Second, we removed references that did not convey emotion.3 Third,
we also removed references that did not reflect emotions of a human personage.4 Two corpuses of the
remaining references can be found at emotionsinthescriptures.byu.edu. One presents the references by
word (i.e., all references to admiration across the standard works, then adore, and so forth) and one
presents the references by work (i.e., all references with emotion words in the Old Testament, followed by
the New Testament, and so forth).
Each instance that remained was coded by two independent raters to determine if the emotion
word reflected an emotion felt by a mortal human, deity (e.g., Jesus Christ, angel), or the adversary (e.g.,
Satan). Agreement between raters was over 90%. Any disagreements were discussed by two coders and a
final coding was decided upon. If warranted by the context, some instances were dual-coded, or coded as
being felt by two entities (e.g., human and deity). For example, Genesis 3:15 reads, “And I will put
enmity between thee and the woman.” This was coded as human and adversary because the word enmity
conveys an emotion between two individuals, Eve and Satan.
These include the Old Testament, New Testament, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great
Price.
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See aims.byu.edu.
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For example, the word determined is included in the corpus, but only cases that reflect “conviction.” Verses that
reflect “decided” were removed.
4
Some verses refer to animals or elements conveying emotion. We retained verses that reflected emotion from a
human entity (e.g., mortal or immortal). However, if a term like “earth” or “isles of the sea” was used and seemed to
refer to the inhabitants of said location, the verse was kept.
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In the data, the number of instances of a word may be more than the number of verses with that
word. This occurred in cases where the word appeared more than once in the same verse. For example, in
Genesis 25:28, “And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob,” there
are 2 instances of the word love, but it only counted as 1 verse. The number of codings of a word may be
more than than the number of instances of that word. This occurred in cases where an instance of a word
was dual-coded, as described above (e.g., in Genesis 3:15, there was 1 instance of the emotion word but 2
codings). Also, when verse data is presented by emotion word (i.e., in Table 3), these numbers contain
duplicate verses (e.g., if a verse contained an instance of love and peace, it would be counted in the entry
for love and for peace). When verse count data is presented by book and standard work (i.e., in Table 4),
these numbers are deduplicated totals (e.g., if a verse contained the word love and peace, it is only
counted once).
While we feel the work presented here is significant and valuable, we foresee future
modifications to the data as we continue to scrutinize emotion words and how they are used within the
scriptures. We invite all to browse through the data and engage in a personal study of emotion words in
the scriptures. Exploring and researching scriptures in this manner can potentially bring greater
understanding of God’s word and His interactions with His children. We also welcome comments or
feedback. Please send them to educationinzion@byu.edu with “emotions in the scriptures” in the subject
line. You may also contact us for a more detailed account of our methodology.
Finally, to understand the presentation of the data in the tables below, please refer to the
following guide.

Term or
Abbreviation
Simplified Word
Total
I
V
OT
NT
BOM
DC
PGP
JST
H
D
A

Definition or Unabbreviated Version
Each emotion word is identified by one conjugation of the word.
Refers to the sum of numbers across a row or column
Refers to the number of instances of an emotion word
Refers to the number of verses containing an emotion word
Old Testament
New Testament
Book of Mormon
Doctrine and Covenants
Pearl of Great Price
Joseph Smith Translation
Human Coding
Deity Coding
Adversary Coding

